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1. JULIAN CRITCHLEY, CONSERVATIVE MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
FOR ALDERSHOT, A MEMBER OF THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY DEFENCE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 LONDON 03081 271547Z 

COMMITTEE. AND CHAIRMAN OF THE DEEENCE COMMITTEE OF THE 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


WESTERN EUROPEAN ASSEMBLY, HAS WRITTEN AN ARTICLE PUBLISH- 
ED IN THE TIMES OF 26 FEBRUARY, STRONGLY URGING SECRETARY 
OF DEFENCE MASON TO PUT BRITISH "MONEY WHERE HIS MOUTH 
IS" IN SUPPORT OF AW ACS. THE ARTICLE, ENTITLED "WE MUST 
NOT WELSH ON NATO'S EARLY WARNING SYSTEM' - WITH A SUB- 
TITLE "PREFERENCE FOR A BRITISH SYSTEM THAT EXISTS ON 
PAPER COULD HARM THE WEST" - ARGUES THAT A RESULT OF A 
BRITISH REFUSAL TO PAY ITS SHARE OF AWACS "WOULD 
DEPRIVE NATO OF A SYSTEM, THE TECHNOLOGY OF WHICH WOULD 
GIVE THE WEST NOT ONLY VITALLY IMPORTANT WARNING-TIME, 

BUT THE CAPABILITY OF WINNING THE WAR IN THE AIR. WERE 
THE BRITISH TO WELSH, MORE HARM WOULD BE DONE TO NATO 
THAN ANYTHING THAT HAS HAPPENED TO THE ALLIANCE IN THE 
PAST, SAVE WITHDRAWAL OF FRANCE FROM THE MILITARY ORGANI- 
ZATION'". 

2. CRITCHLEY ARGUES THAT IF BRITAIN IS NOT PREPARED TO 
PAY "A REASONABLE SHARE OF THE COST OF AN AEW SYSTEM " AND 
WERE BRITAIN TO '"GO BACK ON ITS COMMITMENT, THERE CAN BE 
LITTLE DOUBT THAT THE WHOLE PROGRAMME WOULD COT .LAPSE". 
THE ARTICLE NOTES MASON MAY BE " TEMPTED TO FLIRT WITH 
AN AEW NIMROD " AND CRITCHLEY CONCLUDES THAT IF BRITAIN 
DITCHED AWACS IN FAVOR OF A BRITISH SYSTEM '"THE CONSE- 
QUENCES FOR THE ALLIANCE WOULD BE MOST SERIOUS. THE 
GERMANS WOULD BE UNLIKELY TO BUY BRITISH IN ANY EVENT."' 
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